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figuratively, whether or not we regard tillage
as the first occupation of humanity in time, it
is certainly first in importance. All economic
thought leads back to the land as the only
source of real wealth. The poet laureate of the
Chola dynasty of Southern India in the eighth
century put the matter into a poem in which
he declared that power, luxury, labour, reli-
gion, even the deities themselves, are supported
by the agriculturist.

The hand that holds the spear of power is sup-
ported by the hand that holds the plough.

The hand that wears jewels in luxury and ease
is supported by the hand that holds the plough.

The hand of him whose fate is to toil against
poverty is supported by the hand that holds the
plough.

The band that makes offerings to the gods is
supported by the hand that holds the plough.

The hands of the gods that control the world
are supported by the hands that hold the plough.

Here we have culture at its lowest point on
the human ^side, the culture of nature^for the
purpose of satisfying the physical needs of
humanity. To find an analogy between this
culture of nature and the tillage process applied
to man's own nature (the process which we
call moral, intellectual, sesthetical or spiritual